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RESPONSE S 


Hort Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 


In the Office Action of December 31, 2001, the Examiner has applied a 
restriction to the examination of this application, and has required that applicant 
elect either method claims 1-10, or apparatus claims 11-15. 

In response to this requirement for election, applicant provisionally elects 
method claims 1-10. 

The Examiner's restriction requirement is also respectfully traversed on 
the basis that the subject matter of the claims is so closely related that all claims 
can be examined together without requiring separate search. It is respectfully 
requested, therefore, that the Examiner reconsid^r f tjhe^ restriction requirement. 

In view of the provisional election that has been made, as required by the 
Examiner, it is respectfully requested that an action on the> merits of the 
application be issued. ^ 1 ' ' ' r 
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